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"You Are Witnesses of These 
Things" (Luke 24:48) is the theme 
for the 2010 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (January 18-25). 
Begun in 1908, these days have 
been set aside each year so that 
Christians the world over may 
share the prayer of Jesus: "that all 
may be one... that the world may 
believe" (John 17:21). 

During the past century, reconcili-
ation between Christians has taken 
on very different forms. Spiritual 
ecumenism has shown how impor-
tant prayer is for Christian unity. 
Great energy has been put into 
theological research which has led to a large number of doctrinal 

accords. Practical cooperation 
between churches in the social 
field has given birth to fruitful 
initiatives. Alongside these major 
accomplishments, the question of 
mission has had a particular place. 
It is even generally held that the 
1910 World Mission Conference 
in Edinburgh marked the begin-
nings of the modern ecumenical 
movement.

“Yo u ar e Wi t n e s s e s o f th e s e th i n g s”
2010 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity

In witness to their commitment to 
the visible unity of Christ’s Body, 
members of the Council of Bishops 
and Judicatory Executives will 
participate in two services for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  

On Wednesday, January 20, 
2010 at 12:00 noon, the Council 
will join the Pittsburgh Downtown 
Ministerium in a liturgy of Word 
and Prayer at Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral, Sixth Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on 
Grand Boulevard in Monessen 
will host the Charleroi Ministerial 
Association and the Council on 
Sunday, January 24, 2010 at 
4:00 p.m.  Pastor Don Green, 
Executive Director of Christian 
Associates will be the preacher.

Reader’s assistance in publicizing 
these Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity services to their congrega-
tions is greatly appreciated. For 
more information, contact CASP at 
412-688-9070.

Council to Share in Two 
Week of Prayer Services
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Dear Siblings in Our Lord,

In Christ’s love and transforming grace,

“And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior… (The Mighty One’s) has shown 
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thought of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.’”(Luke 1: 46-47, 
51-53)

I still believe that capitalism can support a just society, even as I long for health care reform that insures every person living 
in America.  I rejoice in the medical care available to me and my family in this region, but then I live in the prosperous North 
Hills’ suburbs and I have medical insurance.  I respect the research done within the ever growing “Ed & Med” components of 
our regional economy, even as I question the monopolistic striving of our dominant health care provider and health insurer.

Thank goodness that the virgin Mother of our Lord did not have to journey to McKeesport or Braddock for a census!  For 
neither hospital in those towns provides maternity services.  Like her, the poor of these economically depressed former mill 
towns must travel to more affluent communities to delivery their babies.  Soon one will no longer have a hospital, not even 
a place for detox or residential mental health treatment. “Those patients” can find treatment elsewhere the hospital owner 
maintains.

So many of us who have health insurance, even with every rising premiums and deductibles, are fearful of what reform 
might mean and thus we are reluctant to speak with a bold voice for those who have little access to adequate health care in 
their communities or the resources to afford coverage for  their basic medical needs.  Misplaced individualism in the name of 
personal responsibility and freedom from government domination become our defense against change and caring for Mary 
and her unborn child. Monopolistic greed sees the expansion of hospitals into more prosperous suburbs, hikes in drug prices 
before any restraint from pending legislation, and dominance by private insurers over any competitors. Often the insurers 
and care providers position themselves with claims of being purely public charities.  But where is their investment, their 
charitable gift to urban ghettos, sparsely populated rural areas, and decaying first ring suburbs?  So much for caring for Mary, 
Joseph, or an infant son!  

Come, Lord Jesus and bring the great reversal of which your mother sang!  Use those of us who sing of her story and acclaim 
your nativity to lift up the lowly and fill the hungry in our midst!  Convert the hearts of “the powerful from their thrones”, 
those who lead and direct these institutions!  

To celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus the Christ is more than the warm feeling one gets when singing “Silent Night” in 
a candlelit church.  To rightly celebrate Jesus nativity is to hear in Luke’s gospel God’s concern for the poor, the outcast, the 
least and last; and then to do all within our power to bring to reality the justice of which Mary sang.

Into a new year we will continue our debate about health care reform. May we be as vocal in support of health and wholeness 
for our neighbors in need as we are in protecting our own positions of power and security.  May joy and peace be yours as 
you celebrate this Christmas, and receiving our Savior anew, may you strive for his justice in our day!
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Not everyone naturally makes the link between mis-
sionary endeavor and the desire for Christian unity. 
Yet surely the missionary commitment of the church 
must go hand in hand with its ecumenical commit-
ment. Because of our baptism, we are already one 
body and we are called to live in communion. God has 
made us brothers and sisters in Christ. Is not this the 
fundamental witness that we are called to?

To honor this important stage in the history of the 
ecumenical movement it was natural for the promoters 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - The Faith 
and Order Commission and the Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity - to invite the Scottish 
churches to prepare the 2010 Week of Prayer at the 
same time as they were actively involved in preparing 
to celebrate the anniversary of the 1910 Conference on 
the theme "Witnessing to Christ today". In response, 
these churches suggested as the theme "You Are 
Witnesses of These Things". (Luke 24:48)

Resources for “You Are Witnesses of These Things” 
are available on the Graymoor Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Institute’s website, www.geii.org, and may be 
printed. Resources on the website include a brief his-
tory of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, an ecu-
menical celebration of the word of God, an exegetical 
reflection on the scriptural theme, a daily scripture 
& prayer guide, homily notes, music suggestions, 
sample pulpit and bulletin announcements and press 
releases, and suggestions for promoting and observing 
the WPCU (traditionally January 18-25), Ecumenical 
Sunday (within the WPCU) and the annual Martin 
Luther King, Jr. National Holiday (observed in 
January).

The Council of Bishops and Judicatory Executives of 
Christian Associates calls upon our local ministerial 
associations to come together in their community 
to celebrate our oneness in Christ Jesus, to pray for 
our witness to our communities about God’s love in 
Christ, and to commit ourselves to more visibly dem-
onstrate the unity of the Church.

Week of Prayer, from page 1

Eighty-four year old Helen in Morningside tunes into 
Comcast Channel 95 every morning for the daily mass 
from St. Paul Cathedral.  Confined to her home, she 
finds her faith nurtured, and a connection to her Church 
through Christian Associates’ television ministry. 

In spite of theological differences among some and 
interdenominational conflicts, Christian leaders find a 
common confession in “Jesus Christ is Divine Savior 
and Lord.”  In mutual sharing and consolation they 
find a welcome table at Christian Associates and the 
means to witness to a greater unity of Christ’s Body 
then they currently experience.

Mary Lou, a retired teacher, wanted to assist fe-
male offenders find a new start in life. She also 
wants faith-based programs like those produced by 
Christian Associates to be shared with folks living in 
regional geriatric communities.  Her gifts to Christian 
Associates will support both programs.

With member judicatory budgets strained, individual 
and congregational gifts in support of our ecumenical 
journey toward unity are ever more important to sus-
taining the mission of Christian Associates.  Please re-
spond with the enclosed envelope with your year end 
gift – a gift which brightens lives and brings healing.  

Your Gift Brightens Lives and 
Brings Healing

PASTORAL CARE ASSOCIATE
Masonic Village at Sewickley

Masonic Village at Sewickley, a premier retirement commu-
nity, is seeking a part time Pastoral Care Associate to work in 
conjunction with the Director of Pastoral Care.  The position 
would include 10 hours of work per week.  Responsibilities 
would include preaching two Sundays a month, visitation of 
residents, hospital visitation, and pastoral counseling.  Salary 
will be discussed at the time of the interview.  Position would 
be available starting January 1, 2010. 
Submit a cover letter and resume to:
Director of Human Resources
Fax:  412-749-3169 or by mail to
Masonic Village at Sewickley
1000 Masonic Drive,
Sewickley, PA 15143
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Crestfield Camp and Conference 
Center

Pittsburgh Presbytery
195 Taggart Road

Slippery Rock, PA  16057
724-792-4022

www.crestfield.net

Christmas at Crestfield
Dates:  from Dec. 1 through Dec. 20
Fee per person: from $9.50 to $16.50 

(from 10 to 100 people)

Your private banquet will be held in 
our festively decorated dining room, 
highlighted by a fire in the large, stone 
fireplace. Enjoy the beauty of Crestfield’s 
winter scenery and the warmth of our 
hospitality.

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+

Pittsburgh Compline Choir
Heinz Memorial Chapel

University of Pittsburgh campus
412-682-6886

www.compline.lucpgh.com

Compline: Choral Prayer at the Close of 
the Day

Dates and Time: Sunday evenings at  
8:30 p.m.

End your weekend or prepare for the 
week ahead at a 40 minutes contempla-
tive service of music, prayer and silence.

Guest Organists:
Dec. 6 – Charlotte Roederer, St. John’s 

Lutheran, Perrysville
Dec. 13 – Signe Mitchell, First English 

Lutheran, Butler

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+

Waverly United Presbyterian 
Church

590 S. Braddock Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15221

412-242-0643
www.waverlychurch.org

 

U2charist Service
Date: Sun. Dec. 6
Time: 11:00 a.m.
No admission charge

Service featuring the music of U2.

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+

Franciscan Spirit & Life Center
3605 McRoberts Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15234

412-881-9207
fslc@osfprov.org

Tea with Mary
Date: Tues. Dec. 8
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Fee: $15
Presenter: MaryAnn Garfold

Join us for reflection on the life and 
prayer of Mary. The afternoon will include 
tea, lunch, input, craft and a free gift.

Advent Evening of Reflection
Date: Wed. Dec. 9
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Presenter: Sr. J. Lora Dambroski, OSF

During this season of preparation, join us 
for an evening of prayer and reflection.

Movie Night
Date: Sat. Feb. 6, 2010
Time: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Fee: $15
Presenter: MaryAnn Garfold

Enjoy a dinner catered by local restau-
rants with a dessert bar and beverages, 
then enjoy the movie, “Sister Act” star-
ring Whoopi Goldberg. There will be 
snacks and discussion.

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+

Tabor House of Prayer
A ministry of the Sisters of St. Francis

146 Hawthorne Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15209

412-821-1149
www.sosf.org

As a Candle in the Darkness:
“Embracing the Incarnation”
Dates: Fri. Dec. 11 – Sat. Dec. 12
Time: Begins Fri. at 7:00 p.m., concludes 

Sat. at 6:00 p.m.
Fee: $55
Presenter: Jane Schmitt, OSF

Christ came among us “as a candle in the 
darkness”; make Advent more meaningful 
by lighting your candle in the darkness.

“The Woman at the Well”
Dates: Fri. Jan. 8 – Sat. Jan. 9
Time: Begins Fri. at 7:00 p.m., concludes 

Sat. at 6:00 p.m.
Fee: $55
Presenter: Staff

Each of us can find a part of ourselves in 
the situation of this woman. Her encoun-
ter with Christ was extraordinary. Can we 
seek the same in our life’s situation?

Spirituality of Icon Writing
Christ Icon
Dates: Thur. Jan. 14 – Sun. Jan. 17
Times:  Begins Thur. 6:30 p.m.
Presenter: Rosaire Kopczenski, OSF
Fee: $400 includes lodging, meals and 

materials
Call now for further information.

Artistic talent not a prerequisite but it is 
essential that you are open to learn and 
to let go of your knowledge of realism. 
God’s truth will be proclaimed in the color 
and line of the icon. 

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+

Music in Pittsburgh

Lessons and Carols
Date and Time: Sat. Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Fox Chapel Presbyterian
384 Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh 15238
412-963-8243
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Week One: January 11 – 15, 2010
Foundations in Church History – The Venerable Mark Stevenson, PhD
A survey of individuals, ideas, and events in the history of the Church 
since the first century A.D. Students will master the chronological 
framework of history and the major ideas and figures of each period.
Christian Education – The Rev. Dr. Jack Gabig
An introduction to the theory and practice of Christian education 
for clergy, Christian educators, or those who want to grow in their 
understanding and expertise of teaching and facilitating education.

Week Two: January 18 – 22, 2010
Pastoral Care – Pastoral Prayer – The Rt. Rev. Keith Ackerman
An exploration of the role of prayer in the life and ministry of the pastor. 
Led by the Assistant Bishop of Bolivia.
Foundations in the New Testament – The Rev. Jonathan Linebaugh
A survey of God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ and formation of a 
new covenant people in the Church. The course will emphasize biblical 
content, knowledge of the historical background to New Testament 
events and documents, and acquaintance with basic concepts of 
New Testament theology.
Seminar and Practicum in Church Music – Mimi Farra
A survey of music in the liturgical life of the Church, using traditional 
hymnody and contemporary expressions of worship. The course will 
explore music as a pastoral tool and will include practical application.

  Take time to be... quiet.

The Rt. Rev. Keith Ackerman, Assistant Bishop 
of Bolivia and President of Forward in Faith, 
will lead a day of prayer, refl ection, worship and 
communion for Trinity and the wider Christian 
community. Join us as we refl ect together 
with Bishop Ackerman on “Living out the 
Implications of Epiphany.”

Bishop Ackerman served parishes in New York, Pennsylvania 
and Texas before his election as the Eight Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Quincy, IL, an offi  ce he fi lled from 1994 until 2008. 
In August 2009, he became Assistant Bishop of Bolivia.

Trinity School for Ministry is an evangelical seminary in the 
Anglican tradition, fi rmly rooted in the mainstream of the 
Anglican Communion and serving all those who seek to 
advance the Gospel.

Epiphany Quiet Day
Trinity School for Ministry
Saturday, January 16, 2010

311 Eleventh Street | Ambridge PA 15003 | 724-266-3838
www.tsm.edu

8:30am ñ  4:00pm
Cost: $25, includes lunch

To register, call the 
Office of Extension Ministries (1-800-874-8754) 

or write jwalsh@tsm.edu

Warm your heart with a week-long class at Trinity.

For questions or to register,
call 724-266-3838.

Date and Time: Sun. Dec. 13, 4:00 p.m.
The Presbyterian Church, Sewickley
414 Grant Street, Sewickley 15143
412-741-4550

Date and Time: Sun. Dec. 20, 3:00 p.m.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
(combined choirs of St. Andrew’s and 

Coraopolis UM)
5801 Hampton Street,  

Highland Park 15206
412-661-1245

Christmas Choral Concert
Date and Time: Tues. Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
616 N. Highland Avenue,  

Pittsburgh  15206

Music in a Great Space
Date: Sun. Feb. 14, 2010
Time: 4:00 p.m.
Featuring works by Bach, Franck and Lizst.

Philip Brisson, Organist
Admission $10 adults, $5 seniors,  

students & children free
Shadyside Presbyterian Church
5121 Westminster Place,  

Pittsburgh 15232
www.shadysidepres.org

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+

SS. Cyril and Methodius Orthodox 
Christian Center
520 Scott Avenue

Jeannette, PA  15644
724-523-3628 or 724-836-2939

For Learning, Meeting, Reading
Dates: Tuesdays and Thursdays
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., hours at 

12:00 noon
Come and see

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+

Eastminster Presbyterian Church
250 N. Highland Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA  15206
412-361-7788

www.eastminsterchurch.net

Commemoration of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King: A Service of Word and Song
Date: Sun. Feb. 21, 2010
Time: 4:00 p.m.
The program is free and open to the 

public

John Welch, Dean of Students at the 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, will be 
reading some of Dr. King’s sermons and 
a combined choir will be singing several 
spirituals. The Rev. Mrs. DeNeice Welch 
and Leonard Johnson, from Bidwell 
Presbyterian and Nikki Porter, Director 
of Music at Eastminster, are coordinating 
the music.
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(Formerly St. Joseph Center) 
 

WORKSHOPS ▪ MEETINGS ▪ CAMPS ▪ PARTIES 
CONFERENCES ▪ BANQUETS ▪ RETREATS 

 

Discover the difference our special atmosphere can make! 
 

Have your spirits lifted by the serene and sylvan setting, 
excellent food, attractive and economical accommodations, 

and friendly service. Meeting rooms for 20 - 200, dining 

service for up to 240, beautiful 320-seat Chapel for 
services and convocations - all under one roof. 

Route 30 East, Greensburg 
FOR INFORMATION, VISIT OR CALL 724-834-7350 

 

 

 

The Jewish Healthcare Foundation (JHF) is launching a 
new initiative, the Caregiver Champions Program. The 
program is designed to support and empower the many 
caregivers of frail, older adults in Allegheny County by 
helping them to better care for themselves, reduce stress, 
and gain access to important caregiving information and 
resources. Local caregivers can participate in the program 
two ways.

The first way to get involved is by attending Caregiver 
Salons. Caregiver Salons are free, two-hour sessions 
that provide informal learning in a casual setting. Hosted 
by a Caregiver Champion, the salons are designed to 
serve as a networking opportunity for information, tools, 
and resources. Attendees will learn about several topics 
including preventing caregiver burnout, asking for help, 
accessing local tools and resources, and advocating for 
loved ones.

The second way to get involved is by becoming a 
Caregiver Champion. The Foundation is currently 
recruiting experienced family and informal caregivers to 
take part in a facilitator/host training that will enable them 
to feel comfortable hosting Salons. Champions will also 
learn to become a resource for information and support 
within their own communities. Through the Salons, they 
will also learn to advocate, navigate service systems, and 
access tools and resources related to caregiving. 

While funded by JHF with a grant from the Harry and 
Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, Caregiver Champion is 
open to people of all faiths. To register for the Salons or 
to inquire about becoming a Caregiver Champion please 
contact Beth at 412-594-2569 or Polonchak@jhf.org.

Caregiver Champions
Community Auto, affiliated with North Hills 
Community Outreach, makes vehicle ownership 
possible for local low-income workers by accepting 
donated vehicles and having them fixed and inspected 
before selling them at well below market value. Lack 
of transportation to work is one root cause of poverty.

In July through September, 17 people in need 
were able to purchase reliable, affordable vehicles 
at Community Auto. Single mom Veronica of 
Lawrenceville was able to accept a job with a local 
hospital knowing she was picking up her 1996 Dodge 
Intrepid the next day and would have reliable trans-
portation. Karin is a Pittsburgh resident who saved 
for her car; she had great difficulty getting to doctors’ 
appointments prior to purchasing her 2001 Chevy 
Malibu. Nancy is a cancer survivor and single mom 
of three children, two with special health needs; the 
Springdale resident’s mother loaned her money so she 
could purchase a 1997 Honda CRV. 

Car donors get the maximum tax deduction for do-
nating to Community Auto.  To purchase or donate 
a car please contact Jenn Carr at 724-443-8300 or 
jacarr@nhco.org or fill out our online form at  
www.communityauto.org.

Community Auto
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The Rev. Lynn Yeso, Director of 
Chaplaincy Services, Allegheny 
County Jail for the past five years 
has announced her resignation ef-
fective May 31, 2010.  She will be 
moving to Wilmington, NC to pur-
sue a Clinical Pastoral Education 
Residency while her husband Paul 
begins retirement. During her 
tenure, the chaplaincy program 
has expanded, and the Foundation 
of H.O.P.E. was established as a 
supporting corporation to Christian 
Associates.  She has been a tireless 

advocate for the transformation 
of inmates through the pods of 
H.O.P.E. for male and female of-
fenders and the Jail Collaborative.

A national search will begin 
January 1 for Rev. Yeso’s succes-
sor.  A complete job description 
will be posted on the Christian 
Associates website (www.casp.org) 
at that time.  The ecumenical and 
interfaith chaplaincy ministry at 
the Allegheny County Jail is ad-
ministered by Christian Associates 

under contract with Allegheny 
County.  Please do not make 
inquiry to Christian Associates or 
submit résumés until the complete 
job description is posted.  

Director of Chaplaincy Services Announces Departure

Proclamation & 
Presence: 

learning from the 
global church

1910-2010

2009
Shoemaker 
Conference

December 10-12, 2009

Jehu J. hanciles

Fuller Theological Seminary

DaviD D. Daniels iii
McCormick Theological 

Seminary

YolanDa Pierce

Princeton Theological 
Seminary

Daniel JeYaraJ

Liverpool Hope University

MoonJang lee

Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary

412-924-1441
shoemaker@pts.edu

www.pts.edu

One hundred years after the Edinburgh 
1910 Conference, we ask: 

What does it mean to proclaim the 
Gospel in the 21st century?

Part-Time Organist Needed

Trinity United Church of Christ, 
Greensburg is seeking a part-time 
organist/choir director for one 
Sunday service plus Thursday 
rehearsal. Two manual, 22 rank 
Moller pipe organ. Salary nego-
tiable. Contact Robert McKie at 
724-834-0320, 724-834-8534, or 
bomckie@verizon.net.
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Upcoming continUing EdUcation EvEnts

Office of 
Continuing Education 
616 N. Highland Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

412-924-1345
ConEd@pts.edu
www.pts.edu

Spiritual Formation 
ElEctivE

thE LifE and 
thoUght of 

thomas mErton

January 10-15, 2010

Bonnie Thurston
Author, Spiritual 
Director, Merton 

Scholar, and Former 
PTS Professor

Held at Kearns 
Spirituality Center

at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary

main thEmEs 
in orthodoxy: 

how an anciEnt 
tradition 

iLLUminEs oUr 
worLd

January 13, 20, and 
27, 2010

7:00-8:30 p.m.

Edith Humphrey
William F. Orr 

Professor of New 
Testament, PTS

Spiritual Formation 
ElEctivE

immErsion 
wEEkEnd: an 

invitation to a 
dEEpEr spiritUaL 

LifE

January 28-31, 2010

Betty Voigt
 Spiritual Director

John Burgess
Jerome Creach

Edith Humphrey
Martha Robbins

Professors, PTS

thE Brain 
tEchniqUE 

for prEaching 
withoUt notEs

January 26, 2010
1:00-4:00 p.m.

William J. Carl III
President and 
Professor of 

Homiletics, PTS


