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Conference to Address Antisemitism, Hate, and Social Responsibility;
Workshop Sessions Designed Especially for Christian Leaders

  

With the rise of antisemitic discourse in 
public and private conversation, Christians 
must grow in understanding of our 
historical and current relationships with our 
Jewish neighbors. We must act on our faith 
to resist hatred of all kinds.

On November 10-11, the Antisemitism, 
Hate and Social Responsibility 
Conference will equip us to identify 
and combat hate and antisemitism, while 
seeking to inspire others to do the same. 

The conference, organized by Classrooms 
Without Borders and hosted by Rodef 
Shalom Congregation (4905 Fifth 
Avenue, Pittsburgh), will include multiple 
keynote speakers, time for networking, and 
breakout sessions. 

During the conference breakout sessions 
on Monday, November 11, Christian 
Associates of Southwest Pennsylvania is 
offering a workshop track specifically 
geared toward Christian clergy and faith 
leaders.

The morning workshop, led by Dr. 
Mary Boys, Dean of Union Theological 
Seminary, will focus on the relationship 
between Christians and antisemitism: how 
we’re implicated in it, why we should care 
about it, and how we can counter it. Dr. 
Boys, a Sister of the Holy Names of Jesus 
and Mary, is the author of Has God Only 
One Blessing? Judaism as a Source of 
Christian Self-Understanding.

In the afternoon, the Rev. Dr. Peter 
Pettit, director emeritus of the Institute 
for Jewish-Christian Understanding at 
Muhlenberg College and teaching pastor 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Davenport, 
IA, will speak on redressing theological 
dynamics that spawn Christian prejudices 
against Jews and others.

To register for all or part of the conference, 
visit https://jfedpgh.org/antisemitism-hate-
and-social-responsibility; to learn more, 
visit www.classroomswithoutborders.org. 

Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum to Lead Conversation on Race 

Racism, racial divisions, and racial identity are some of the 
most pressing issues facing our society – and yet, sometimes it’s 
difficult to know how to begin a conversation about these topics, 
let alone how to make positive change.

All are welcome to join a nationally-known speaker and scholar 
on Wednesday, October 2 at 7 p.m. at Kearns Spirituality 
Center (9000 Babcock Blvd. in Allison Park) for “A 
Conversation with Beverly Tatum – Can We Talk About Race?”

Beverly Daniel Tatum, Ph.D. is a thought leader in higher 
education and a clinical psychologist. She will be discussing our 
unexamined racial attitudes and their impact on the continuing 
divisions in our country.

Rather than a traditional lecture, the event will be in a dialogue format, with Rev. Liddy 
Barlow, Executive Minister of Christian Associates, as Dr. Tatum’s conversation partner.

Dr. Tatum is the author of the best-selling 
1997 book Why Are All the Black Children 
Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? A 
Psychologist Explains the Development of 
Racial Identity. She served as President of 
Spelman College from 2002 through 2015.

Tickets to the event are $20 each and will be 
available at the door or by visiting  
www.associationofpittsburghpriests.com.  
 
For more information and questions, contact 
Fr. John Oesterle at 412-232-7512 or 
johnoesterle2@gmail.com. Dr. Beverly Tatum

Dr. Mary Boys

Rev. Dr. Peter Pettit



Your sister in Christ,

The Rev. Liddy Barlow
Executive Minister
Christian Associates of Southwest PA
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Reflections Along the WAyReflections Along the WAy

photo by Jennifer McKinney

Dear friends,

On June 19, Pastor Michael Anthony Day got an unexpected call from the FBI.

They reported that his church, Legacy International Worship Center on Pittsburgh’s North Side, 
was the target of an ISIS-inspired terror threat. If the FBI had not acted quickly to arrest the 
person who planned the attack, Pastor Day and his congregation could have been killed.

Imagine the rush of emotions that followed: shock, relief, fear. Imagine consoling your 
congregation even as you cope with your own anxiety. Imagine the clamor of media inquiries. 
Imagine crafting a sermon to sum up the good news in the midst of a week like that.

But Pastor Day did not have to face this news alone. From the first minutes after the plot was 
announced, people of many faith traditions surrounded him and his congregation – in person, by email, over the phone. At 
Legacy’s first Sunday worship service after the thwarted attack, supporters filled the pews and spilled out on the sidewalk.

Christian Associates, the JCC’s Center for Loving Kindness, and the Jewish Federation drafted an open letter offering our 
gratitude, concern, and hope. 226 spiritual leaders from our region, representing 6 world religions, including 18 Christian 
denominations, signed on. (You can read the full letter and add your own name at www.casp.org/openletterjune19).

The letter begins with gratitude to the FBI and other public safety agencies for protecting our neighbors’ right to worship 
without fear of physical harm. It continues with support for Legacy International’s leaders and congregation, offering our 
concern for their spiritual and emotional well-being. It also offers support for communities – such as refugees—who might 
face stereotyping due to this event. Then, the letter concludes this way:

 
Our hope begins way back at the beginning of our diverse faith traditions. All of us believe that humanity 
is connected to one another through the act of Creation. We belong to each other despite and because of our 
differences. Our hope extends to all neighbors of good will who in Pittsburgh, Southwest Pennsylvania and 
around the world have joined together to say we are “STRONGER THAN HATE.”  
 

 We will replace animosity with love.
 We will replace separateness with connectedness.
 We will replace hostility with neighborliness.

 
In the first weeks after the massacre at Tree of Life, many wondered whether the phrase “stronger than hate” really held 
true across our entire community. The Jewish community received a massive outpouring of support, while young men who 
die in Black neighborhoods draw scant notice or sympathy. Political disagreements divided our response, turning bitter and 
contentious. Individual prejudice and systemic discrimination still hold sway in Southwest Pennsylvania, just as they do 
across this world. 

But despite these ongoing challenges, as we approach the anniversary of the massacre at Tree of Life, it’s my hope that the 
response to the threats against Legacy International demonstrates that “Stronger than Hate” is not just a one-time slogan. 
It’s not only applicable to communities that are white, or wealthy, or Christian. It’s not mere lip service while our actions 
show a more jaded perspective.

Instead, “Stronger than Hate” reminds us of the core of the Gospel that we cherish. It reminds us that Christ has triumphed 
over the forces of death. It reminds us that evil is powerless in the face of love. It calls us to overcome our own sins of 
prejudice and factionalism, to join together with all children of God, and to do whatever we can to reveal the Kingdom in 
our own communities. Hate is real, but hate never gets the last word.

Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.
                                                                               Romans 12:21
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Explore “The Ways We Remember” as Tree of Life Anniversary Draws Near

Walk for Reconciliation at the March to Unite

As the first anniversary of the shootings at 
Tree of Life synagogue approaches, people 
of all faiths encounter questions about grief 
and memory:

 How do our different religious 
traditions approach death and 
mourning, especially after acts of 
violence? 

 What ways of 
remembering can 
lead to healing for 
individuals and 
neighborhoods? 

 How can a whole 
community 
observe a memorial 
together, across our 
differences?

To consider these 
questions together, 
Christian Associates and 
the JCC’s Center for 
Loving Kindness invite 
faith leaders to “The 
Ways We Remember,” a 

We Have to Talk conversation on Thursday, 
October 3 from 9:30 a.m. to noon at the 
Jewish Community Center in Squirrel Hill 
(5738 Darlington Ave, Pittsburgh).

We will welcome guest speaker Dr. Cliff 
Chanin, Executive Vice President and Deputy 
Director for Museum Programs at the 9/11 
Memorial Museum. Dr. Chanin will share 
from decades of experience in memorializing 

shared trauma and loss through artistic 
expression, education, and storytelling.

We will also hear initial plans for 
the Remember.Repair.Together 
commemorations planned for October 
27, 2019, and how each of our houses of 
worship might take part.

As always, we will take time for dialogue, 
as we share our own faith 
traditions and experiences, 
and continue to get to 
know one another.

This program is open 
to all spiritual leaders, 
including both clergy and 
lay leaders, as leadership 
is defined in various ways 
in our diverse traditions.

Pre-registration is 
appreciated by visiting 
www.casp.org/remember.

If you are yearning for greater unity in our region, join the first annual 
March to Unite, taking place on Saturday, September 7.

The event is organized by the Pan Methodist Council, which brings 
together the United Methodist, African Methodist Episcopal, African 

Methodist Episcopal-Zion, and Christian 
Methodist Churches in our region.

“It’s our goal through this event 
to unite Western Pennsylvanians 
from various social, religious and 
economic backgrounds for a prayer 
rally and march for peace and 
reconciliation,” said organizer Rev. 

Dawn Hand, superintendent of the Pittsburgh 
District of the United Methodist Church.

The event begins in two separate locations at 8:15 
a.m. for brief prayer services: Calvary United 

Methodist Church (971 Beech Ave, Pittsburgh) and Freedom Corner (the 
corner of Crawford and Centre Avenues, Pittsburgh). Then, participants 
at each site will march together toward downtown.

The two marches will meet at 9:15 in Market Square in Downtown 
Pittsburgh, where Lynne Hayes-Freeland of KDKA will emcee a 
program of inspiring speakers and musical performances.

There’s no need for advance registration, and no cost to participate. 
Bring a group from your church, bring your neighbors, bring your 
family, and let’s march to unite!

A #300Cups FAQ

Our 300 Cups of Coffee project continues 
this fall. Not sure what it’s all about? Here 
are some frequently asked questions:

Q: Remind me: what is 300 Cups of Coffee?
A: Christian Associates wants to reimburse your coffee date 
with another Christian leader from your community. Simply 
invite a neighbor, snap a selfie, fill out the simple form at 
www.casp.org/300cups, and we'll send you $10!

Q: I don’t really need your money; can I decline the check?
A: We’d actually love to pay you: we received a grant 
designated for this project, and we’re eager to use up all the 
funds before our December 31 deadline.

Q: Do we have to drink coffee to participate?
A: Not at all; feel free to order tea, hot chocolate, etc.

Q: What if I don’t know who to invite?
A: Think about the churches in your neighborhood. Are 
there any clergy whom you’ve never met, or whom you 
don’t know well? If you’re still stuck, you can fill out our 
matchmaking form at www.casp.org/300cups.

Q: Can I do this more than once?
A: Yes, go right ahead! Just be sure to report all your 
conversations at www.casp.org/300cups.

Dr. Cliff Chanin and the 911 Memorial and Museum
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First Presbyterian Church
320 Sixth Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-471-3436

Poverty Simulation
Date: Sat., Sept. 14
Time: 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Cost: Free (registration required)

The Downtown Pittsburgh Ministerium and 
the Allegheny County Health Department 
are cosponsoring this poverty simulation: 
an opportunity to learn what our neighbors 
in need face each day. To sign up, contact 
Christine Hoffman, cgh@flcpittsburgh.org.

SWPA Synod, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

412-367-8222
www.swpasynod.org/transform

Conflict Transformation Workshop  
for Churches
Date & Time: Sat., Sept. 21, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Location: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 323 Fifth St, Freeport PA 16229 
Facilitators: Rev. Kimberly van Driel & Rev. 
Peter Asplin
Cost: $30, includes lunch and take-home 
manual  

Every congregation experiences conflict at 
one point or another. This workshop designed 
by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center 
will discuss a framework for understanding 
conflict, how we can best communicate in the 
midst of it, and how congregations can make 
good decisions when differences arise. 

P.J. Caul Memorial Park
11th Street

Ambridge, PA 

Ambridge Fall Festival of the Churches
Date:  Sat., Sept. 28, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Times: 11 a.m. Parish Parade on Merchant 
Street; 11:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony;  
12 p.m. to 7 p.m.- Festival 
 
Fellowship, Faith, Family, Friends, and 
Food! Enjoy the Ambridge cultural foods you 
know and love with special performances 
from participating churches. Ambridge 
Borough will be sponsoring activities/crafts 
for children from 12-7. Presented by the 
Ambridge Regional Chamber of Commerce. 

Saint Richard Parish
3841 Dickey Rd.

Gibsonia, PA 15044

Stephen Ministry Introductory Workshop
Date & Time: Sat., Sept 28, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost: $15 per person, or $50 for four or more 
participants from the same congregation 

Stephen Ministers are laypeople who 
provide one-to-one Christian care to hurting 
people in and around the congregation. This 
introductory workshop offers an introduction 
to Stephen Ministry, how to minister for 
people experiencing grief, and how to care in 
a distinctively Christian way. To register, visit 
www.stephenministry.org/workshop or call 
Stephen Ministries at (314) 428-2600.

Sts. John and Paul  
Catholic Church

2586 Wexford Bayne Road
Sewickley, PA 15143

Mercy & Mary Retreat
Dates: Fri. Oct 4, 7 p.m.-Sat., Oct 5, 5 p.m. 
Cost: $49.95 

Join the Marian Missionaries of Divine 
Mercy for an inspiring Mercy & Mary 
Retreat, featuring bestselling author of 33 
Days to Morning Glory and acclaimed 
speaker Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC. Enjoy 
talks by Fr. Gaitley, Mass, Adoration, and 
testimonies with the Marian Missionaries. 
Register online at events.marianmissionaries. 
org/events/mercy-mary-retreat-pittsburgh-pa/

Duquesne University
600 Forbes Ave.

Pittsburgh, PA 15282
412-396-1014

holyspirit@duq.edu

Holy Spirit Lecture
Date & Time: Wed., Oct 9, 4 p.m.
Location: Dougherty Ballroom, PowerCenter
Presenter: Dr. Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen, Fuller 
Theological Seminary
Cost: Free

The Annual Holy Spirit Lecture encourages 
the exploration of theology of the Holy 
Spirit within an ecumenical context and 
in dialogue with contemporary issues. 
This year’s lecture is titled “Discerning 
the Holy Spirit in the World of Religious 
Pluralism(s), Secularism(s), and Sciences(s): 
A Multilayered Constructive Christian Vision 
of Pneumatology for the Third Millennium.”

Christ United Methodist Church
44 Highland Rd.

Bethel Park, PA 15102
412-835-6621

Secret Sauce: 3 Basic Ingredients for a 
Jesus-Centered Children’s Ministry
Date: Sat., Oct 12, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Leader: Group Children’s Ministry Training
Cost: $29.95-$59.95 depending on group size 
and registration date

This half-day training event is designed to 
provide practical, hands-on takeaways to 
equip and inspire children’s ministry teams. 
Explore how to help a new generation love 
God with all their hearts, souls, and minds. 
Register online at www.group.com/category/
training-and-events/training/childrens-
ministry-local-training.do

CLASSIFED ADVERTISEMENTS

The Pittsburgh Tarentum Campmeeting 
Association, a Christian community of 23 
cottages located in the wooded section of 
Natrona Heights, will open soon for musical 
programs, worship services, and cottage open 
houses. Visit www.summercottagespa.org for 
more information.   

For Sale 
The Red Cottage, a delightful two story, two 
bedroom is available for sale.  It is located 
in a wooded section of Natrona Heights 
along with 32 other cottages.  In addition to 
the two bedrooms, there is a sitting room on 
the second floor. The cottage is completely 
furnished with four air conditioners, two 
wall heaters, washer/dryer, and many other 
amenities.  Living room, dining room, 
and completely equipped kitchen with 
microwave, etc.  Decorated nicely.  Asking 
$24K. 

Call owner: Don Larva (724) 444-6842  
or Ginny (412) 826-5789 or cell:  
(412) 841-6089.

Hospice Volunteers Needed
AHN Healthcare@Home is looking 
for volunteers to visit with our hospice 
patients in the Mon Valley and provide 
companionship, supportive presence, and 
spiritual support to our patients. Volunteers 
may choose a fixed schedule or a flexible 
one, depending on their availability. 
Healthcare@Home will provide free training 
and necessary clearances, TB testing, and 
drug screening. We would love your help in 
supporting your neighbors! Please contact 
412-226-0634 if you are interested.
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“I Was in Prison and You Visited Me”` Hymn Writer to Offer Workshop 
There are two opportunities 
this fall to learn more about 
Healing Communities, a model 
that equips congregations to 
serve people affected by the 
criminal justice system, whether 
as inmates, returning citizens, 
victims, or family members.

On Friday, September 13, the founder of Healing Communities, 
Rev. Dr. Harold Trulear, will introduce the program in a day-long 
workshop from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Jeron X. Grayson Center 
(1852 Enoch St, Pittsburgh). 

This event is sponsored by the Allegheny Union Baptist 
Association, the Center for Family Excellence, and Unity Baptist 
Church. Registration is $25 per person; contact Brandon Baker at 
BBaker@cffei.org.

On Saturday, October 5, Rev. Sandra Strauss of the PA Council 
of Churches will lead a Healing Communities training at Church 
of the Holy Cross (7507 Kelly Street, Homewood), co-sponsored 
by the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh. To register, contact 
s.strauss@pachurches.org.

“A hymn can connect the faith of thousands of years with  
what’s happening today.” – Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

Pastor and hymn writer Carolyn 
Winfrey Gillette comes to 
Wexford on September 30 to 
lead the workshop “Singing with 
the Bible in One Hand and the 
Newspaper in the Other: New 
Hymns for Justice.” The workshop 
also includes a bonus session, 
“Discovering Justice Themes in 
Advent.”

Rev. Gillette’s hymns, often inspired by current events, have 
been sung by congregations in every state in the U.S. Many are 
available at her website, www.carolynshymns.com.

The workshop takes place at Salem United Methodist Church, 
350 Manor Road, Wexford 15090 on Monday, September 30 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The registration fee, which includes 
lunch, is $40.

To register, visit www.salem-umc.org. If you have questions call 
724-935-1627.


