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Christian Associates Seeks Sermons on Mary for New Volume of Preaching Series

Congregations Invited to Partner with Habitat for 
Humanity for Upcoming Faith Build

Though some call Pittsburgh America’s 
“most livable city,” many of our neighbors 
lack affordable homes to live in. 

In 2018, local congregations can work 
with Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Pittsburgh and Thrivent Financial to meet 
this challenge.

Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Pittsburgh is an equal-opportunity 

Mother of God. Theotokos. 
Queen of Heaven. Blessed Virgin.

No matter what title we use most often, 
Mary of Nazareth inspires our reverence 
and praise. 

This Annunciation Day, March 25, 2018, 
Christian Associates will publish the second 
volume in our new sermon collection 
series, “The Word in Our Voices”: Blessed 
Art Thou Among Women: Southwest 
Pennsylvania Preaches on Mary, Mother of 
Jesus.

Many of us will be preaching about Mary 
this Advent and Christmastide, considering 
her bold Magnificat song or pondering her 
journey to Bethlehem. But other seasons 
inspire sermons that refer to Mary as well. 

Perhaps you’ve preached 
a Good Friday sermon 
on Jesus’ words from 
the cross: “Behold your 
mother.” Perhaps you’ve 
engaged the story of the 
wedding at Cana, when 
Mary encouraged Jesus’ 
first miracle. You might 
have preached on Mary’s 
Dormition, Assumption, 
or Immaculate 
Conception. Maybe, in 
this anniversary year, 
you’ve written about her 
miraculous appearance at 
Fatima, 100 years ago. 

Whether you venerate Mary as the holiest of 
all creatures or respect her radical prophecy, 

we want to hear from you. Please submit 
your sermons or homilies for publication  
in the book. 

To submit a sermon, email your manuscript 
or transcript to lbarlow@casp.org by 
January 31. 

Be sure to note the scriptural 
text your sermon considers, and 
to include the date and location 
where it was preached.

Newsletter articles, conference 
presentations, and other pieces 
of writing are also welcome for 
submission. 

Those whose pieces are selected 
for publication will receive a 
printed copy of the book; due 
to limited space, we may not 
be able to include all submitted 
sermons.

housing organization working to eliminate 
substandard housing in Allegheny County 
by bringing people together to build, 
rehabilitate, and repair homes, communities, 
and hope. Habitat Pittsburgh purchases or 
receives donated lots or properties in need 
of rehabilitation, which the organization 
develops into suitable homes. Qualified 
families who have completed the program 
purchase the home with an affordable, 30-
year, 0% interest, fixed-rate mortgage.

Over the past 31 years, Habitat Pittsburgh 
has built or rehabilitated over 90 homes 
throughout Allegheny County. Habitat 
Pittsburgh is partnering with Thrivent 

Financial, a not-for-profit membership 
organization providing financial services to 
Christians, for their next project.

Through the Thrivent Faith Builds program, 
Thrivent contributes 50% of the funding 
for the construction (supplies, contractors, 
etc.) of a home. Then, local congregations 
and faith-based organizations contribute 
volunteers and financial resources to 
complete the project.

For more information on how to engage 
in the project, contact Habitat Pittsburgh’s 
Community Engagement Manager, Derek 
Kendall-Morris by email at dmorris@
pittsburghhabitat.org, or phone at 412-450-
8520 ext. 14. 

  



Dear friends,

I recently made my first visit to a local church, having been referred to the congregation as 
a guest preacher by a young man whose family worships there. As I entered the sanctuary, 
a man old enough to be my father looked me up and down. With a leering smile, he said, 
“I can see why he recommended you.”

He surely meant it to be harmless, even complimentary. It did no lasting damage; I’ve heard 
worse. Thousands of women every day face far more egregious forms of harassment. But 
still, comments like his are part of the all-too-frequent stream of words and actions, from 
mild to criminal, that mar the landscape of women’s lives.

In recent weeks, spurred by the accusations of sexual harassment and assault against 
powerful men across all sectors of public life, from entertainment to politics, women have 
been sharing their own personal stories. On social media, they’ve often marked them with 
the hashtag #metoo. Typically, when an issue rises to such prominence in the national 
conversation, the church contributes to the conversation. But this time, our wider church bodies have been mostly silent. 
A colleague recently asked in frustration, “Why isn’t the church offering a prophetic voice?”

I cannot bear to believe that the church does not consider this issue worth its attention, so I 
will make another guess: the church has been humbled into silence. We don’t have a prophetic 
place to stand. We know very well that we are as wrapped up in this sin as every other sector 
of our society. Indeed, it did not take long for #metoo to become #churchtoo, as women shared 
heartbreaking stories of assault and harassment within congregations of all kinds. 

We usually notice and celebrate our unity when we realize our spiritual common ground, 
or when we can come together to provide a solution to a community concern. In this case, 
however, we find unity in the recognition that none of us are above this problem. Sexual 

harassment and assault affect every Christian tradition, just as they do the wider world. We may not be proud of our 
shared concern, but at least we are in this together. And as our colleagues who are working the 12 steps have taught us, 
acknowledging a problem can be the first step in resolving it.

The traditions represented by Christian Associates have varying theologies of gender – some are egalitarian, some 
complementarian – and differ in their perspectives on women’s leadership. But surely all can agree that men and women are 
created together in God’s image. We can agree that people of all genders deserve dignity and respect. We can agree that our 
sanctuaries, our church offices, our committee meeting tables, are no place for harassment. Just as our churches have made 
tremendous strides in identifying, reporting, and working to prevent sexual abuse of children, my hope is that we can also 
move to end sexual harassment of all kinds – from devastating assault to well-intentioned but harmful comments – in our 
churches.

This Advent, as we read the first chapter of Luke’s Gospel, many of us will hear Mary offering informed and enthusiastic 
consent to the invitation that she become the Mother of God. May we come to expect the same kind of consent in every 
encounter, in our churches and beyond.

Your sister in Christ,
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We can agree that 
our sanctuaries, 
our church offices, 
our committee 
meeting tables, 
are no place for 
harassment.

The Rev. Liddy Barlow 
Executive Minister 
Christian Associates of Southwest PA

photo by Jennifer McKinney
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Samaritan Counseling and PPI Welcome New Executive Directors

Two faith-based counseling centers in our 
region have welcomed new leaders this 
fall. 

The Rev. Graham Standish, Ph.D. is the 
new executive director of Samaritan 
Counseling Center in Sewickley, and Ms. 
Patti Campbell will serve as executive 
director of PPI (Pittsburgh Pastoral 
Institute) in Pittsburgh’s Shadyside 
neighborhood.

Both organizations are part of the 
Samaritan Institute, an international 
network of faith-based counseling centers. 

In addition to counseling for individuals 
and families, the two centers also offer 
educational programming for clergy and 

Orthodox Church Hosts Reformation Forum

While this year’s commemorations of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation have taken place primarily in Protestant and Catholic 
settings, our region’s Orthodox community will be discussing the 
themes and ideas of the Reformation at an upcoming forum.

“Orthodox Perspectives on the 
Reformation: A Symposium” will take 
place on Saturday, December 16 at 
St Nicholas Orthodox Church, 320 
Munson Ave, McKees Rocks. Divine 
Liturgy will begin the day at 9 a.m., and 
the Symposium follows from 10:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

The five speakers include Archbishop 
Melchisedek of the Archdiocese of 
Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania 
(Orthodox Church in America); Dr. 
John Burgess and Dr. Edith Humphrey, 

both of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; 
Dr. Kristie Mertz of St. Nicholas Church, McKees Rocks; and Andrew 
Weaver of Christ Our Savior Church, Indiana.  

The public is welcome, admission is free, and breakfast and lunch will 
be provided. 

For more information or to RSVP, email info@orthodoxpittsburgh.org. 

other professionals, consulting psychiatric 
services, coaching, and spiritual direction. 
Both have branch offices throughout our 
region.

Rev. Standish comes to Samaritan Coun-
seling from Calvin Presbyterian Church 
in Zelienople, where he served as Senior 
Pastor for 22 years. He is the author of 
seven books on spirituality and congrega-
tional life, and has been a frequent speaker, 

teacher, and retreat 
leader. 

He also holds a Master 
of Social Work in 
Counseling, and has 
served as therapist and 
spiritual director.

Ms. Campbell, a 
Licensed Professional 
Counselor, has worked 

throughout the health care sector, most re-
cently as a consultant creating personalized 
rehabilitation and therapeutic support plans 
for individuals and families facing traumat-
ic brain injury and catastrophic illness. 

She is a past president of the Pennsylvania 
Rehabilitation Association.
 
Both centers are currently accepting 
referrals for therapy and other services. 

To reach PPI, call (412) 661-1239. 
To contact Samaritan, call 412-741-7430.

Archbishop Melchisedek
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Special Thanks to Our 2017 Supporters!

Christian Associates is deeply grateful 
to these individuals, congregations, 
foundations, and other entities who 
have made our work possible thanks to 
their financial contributions in the past 
12 months. Through their gifts, they 
have demonstrated their commitment to 
the unity of Christ’s church.

We are particularly appreciative of the 
members of the John 17 Society, our 
most generous donors, who offer $250 
or more in a giving year. Members of 
the John 17 Society will be our honored 
guests at a special reception in spring 
2018. 

Join the Society today to demonstrate 
your commitment to Christian unity. 

Sustainers
$100-$249

The Rev. David Ackerman
The Rev. Dr. James E. Davison
First United Methodist Church 
   of Greensburg
Ms. Normandie Fulson
The Rev. William Hower
Rabbi Walter Jacob
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Jones
Dr. John L. & Bonnie M. Kautz
Ms. Angela Letizia and Ms. Sandy North
Fr. Robert Pipta
The Rev. Jana Quisenberry and 
    Mr. Kevin Quisenberry
The Rev. John M. Titus

Supporters
$50-99

Anonymous
The Rev. Patricia Arledge-Benko
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E.  Benner
Bielau, Tierney, Coon, & Co. P.C.
Ms. Eileen Colianni
The Rev. Robert P. Coval
Mr. Jonathan Delano
Mr. Jerome Dixon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Barbara Flock

Anonymous
The Rev. Liddy Barlow and  

 Dr. Gregory Barlow
Fr. Christopher Bender and Dr. Filitsa Bender

The Rev. Joseph J. Borodach
Mrs. Paul Grevstad

East Liberty Presbyterian Church
Ms. Donna Hansen

The Rev. Diana Drew Harbison and  
Mr. Samuel Harbison
Bishop James Hobby

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Dona Hotopp
The Rev. Rosalyn Kummer

Bishop Kurt Kusserow
Bishop Donald McCoid

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi
Mr. Ronald W. Pedersen, Jr.

The Rev. Dr. Nathaniel C. Roe
The Rev. Marion Silbert

The Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge
Stevens Family Foundation

John 17 Society
“that they may all be one”

$250 or more

How has Christian Associates of Southwest 
Pennsylvania changed your life for the 
better this year?

. Perhaps you felt uplifted and 
encouraged by “Becoming One – 
Standing Together,” an interfaith 
worship service in support of 
immigrants and refugees that packed 
St. Benedict the Moor Church on 
President’s Day.

 Perhaps you were able to turn your 
faith into service by spending the day 
after Thanksgiving assembling meals 
for the hungry with 3000 neighbors at 
“Amen to Action.”

 Perhaps you learned new strategies for 
addressing addiction, mental illness, or 
other challenges in your community by 
attending the Pittsburgh Pastoral Care 
Conference.

 Perhaps you used our new online 
directory of local ecumenical groups 
throughout the region to connect with a 
ministerium in your neighborhood.

 Perhaps you enjoyed the thought-
provoking photographs and stories 
of the “Always Made New” project, 
commemorating the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation.

 Perhaps you read I Was a Stranger 
and You Welcomed Me, the first 
volume in our new series of collected 
sermons by local clergy, and found 
inspiration for your own preaching.

 Perhaps you felt challenged 
and encouraged by signing the 
Declaration of Religious Leaders, 
making clear your commitment to 
speak moral truth and seek justice for 
the oppressed.

 Perhaps you downloaded and enjoyed 
the e-book Gifts of the Church for 
One Another by our Theology & 
Education Committee.

 Perhaps a column in The Call has 
made you think, or an event you 
first learned about in The Call has 
enriched your ministry.

 Or, perhaps you simply feel grateful 
that Christian Associates is bringing 
together diverse Christian leaders, 
building relationships and working 
for the common good, answering 
Jesus prayer “that they may all be 
one.”

Secure the Future of Christian Unity in Southwest PA:  
Support Christian Associates With Your Gift

Now is the time for you to make sure that 
ministries like these can continue in 2018. 
Christian Associates needs the generous 
support of individuals like you and 
congregations like yours. Your gift makes 
you a partner in our mission. Put your belief 
in Christian unity into action by supporting 
Christian Associates before the end of this 
year.
 
Please use the enclosed envelope to send 
your gift today. Checks may be made 
payable to Christian Associates and mailed 
to:

Christian Associates of 
Southwest Pennsylvania

PO Box 5241
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

You may also give online at 
www.casp.org/donate. All donations are 
fully tax-deductible.

How good and pleasant it 
is when God’s people live 

together in unity! 
Psalm 133:1
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Supporters
(continued)

The Rev. Dr. Donald Green
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Barbara Greway
The Rev. Kimberly Greway
The Rev. David Longstreet
The Rev. Robert S. McKie
Ms. Bonnie McKlveen
Mr. Anthony Michalski
The Rev. Linda Miller-Pretz
Father Matthew J. Morelli
Ms. Frances M. Morrow
Ms. Jane C. Nye
Ms. Agnes Peebles
Fr. Radu and Mrs. Loredana Bordeianu
The Rev. Gordon Ray
Ms. Joyce Rothermel
The Rev. Robert Russell
The Rev. Howard G. Russell Jr.
The Rev. Joseph C. Scheib, JCL
The Rev. George Steffey

This list includes donations made 
between November 15, 2016 and 

November 15, 2017.  We have 
made every effort to ensure the 

accuracy of this list and apologize in 
advance if any names were omitted, 

miscategorized, or misspelled. 
Please contact our office if you 
discover an error and we will 
publish corrections in the next 

issue of The Call.

2017 Supporters (continued)

Dr. Bonnie B. Thurston
The Rev. Lola Turnbull
Ms. Lucille Underwood
Ms. Elizabeth Wolfskill

Friends
$1-49

Anonymous
Bellevue United Presbyterian Church
The Rev. Dr. Canon Catherine Brall
The Rev. Dr. Ronald Cole-Turner and 
    the Rev. Dr. Rebecca Cole-Turner
Mr. Charles Gatewood
Mrs. Mary C. Harwick
Ms. Mary Ann Hvizdos
The Rev. Lota Jones
The Rev. Richard Krug
Ms. Martha Miott
Mr. Paul E. Nelson
The Rev. and Mrs. Roger and Helen Nicholson
Ms. Marjorie O’Brien-George

Ms. Susan Orr
Mr. John Parks
Mr. Charles J. Raeford
The Rev. E. Philip Wilson
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CityReach Church Swissvale

7327 McClure Ave., Swissvale, PA 15218
412-418-7335

Swissvale Ministerium Carolefest
Date & Time: Sun., Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m.
Cost: Free

Join us for an evening of carols interspersed with special music, 
readings, storytelling, and more from members of various area 
churches. A money offering will be taken for local food pantries. 
This yearly event is sponsored by the Swissvale Ministerial 
Associated. 

First United Methodist Church
5401 Centre Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15232

412-450-8532
www.firstumcpittsburgh.org

Pittsburgh Memorial to Gun Violence Victims and Survivors 
on the Anniversary of Sandy Hook
Date & Time: Thurs., Dec. 14, 6:30 p.m. Cost: Free.
Sponsors: Moms Demand Action Against Gun Violence and 
CeaseFire PA

Five years after 20 first graders and their teachers were slain 
at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, 
gather in community say no more to gun violence. Hear 
testimonies from family members affected by violence, and 
learn what you can do to make our communities safer. RSVP by 
visiting http://act.everytown.org/event/
moms-demand-action-event/7297/.

Crestfield Camp and Conference Center
195 Taggert Rd., Slippery Rock, PA 15657

724-794-4022
International Association of Women Ministers Retreat: 
Introduction to Cultural Compentency
Date: Thurs. Jan. 25, 1 p.m. - Fri. Jan. 27, 1:30 p.m. 
Fee: Early Bird, before Dec. 15: $125 double, $145 single; after 
Dec. 15: $135 double, $160 single.

Retreat leader Rev. June Boutwell will help participants explore 
our own contexts and cultural assumptions and see how they 
help or hinder us from interacting with others and the world at 
large. We will also examine how we can grow in our cultural 
competence so we can be responsible and respectful citizens of 
the world. For more information and registration form, contact 
Rev. Linda Miller-Pretz at lmp811@zoominternet.net.

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church
123 Gilkeson Rd., Mt. Lebanon, PA 15228

412-833-3355
www.holycrosspgh.org

Hosts Sing Alleluia: 10th Annual Pan-Orthodox Nativity 
Concert
Date & Time: Sun., Dec. 10, 5:30 p.m.
Cost: Free-will offering to support the work of FOCUS 
Pittsburgh

Come share the joy! The audience will be encouraged to join in 
the singing.

South Avenue United Methodist Church
733 South Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15221

412-371-7421
www.southavenueumc.org

Understanding Human Trafficking 
Date & Time: Thurs., Jan 25, 4-6 p.m.
Fee: $5.

This workshop is led by the Allegheny County Department of 
Human Services and is sponsored by Blessed Be Educators, in 
cooperation with the Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project. RSVP to 
Mary Ann Hvizdos, mahvizhos@verizon.net.
 
    Shadyside Presbyterian Church

512 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232
412-682-4300

www.shadysidepres.org 

Music in a Great Space: Simply Strings
Date & Time: Sun., Jan. 21, 3-5 p.m.
Cost: Free will offering

The strings of the Pittsburgh Youth Symphony Orchestra present 
the third suite from Ancient Airs and Dances, by Ottorino 
Respighi, and St. Paul’s Suite, by Gustav Holst. In addition, the 
program also will include chamber music performed in varying 
combinations by smaller ensembles.
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Looking for a unique 
stocking stuffer this 
Christmas? Christian 
Associates can offer a 
unique treat this year… 
a UNITY N’AT bumper 
sticker! 

Whether yinz live dahntahn or out in the country, you will be the envy of your 
neighborhood with this unique western Pennsylvania message of Christian harmony. 
These high-quality full-color stickers will look amazing on your car, your laptop, 
your notebook … wherever stickers can be stuck. 

All proceeds will go to support the ministries of Christian Associates. Purchase one 
sticker for $5, or three for $10, plus 50 cents shipping and handling.

We are also selling printed copies of our recent sermon collection, I Was a Stranger 
and You Welcomed Me: Southwest Pennsylvania Preaches on Immigration and 
Refugees. The 72-page book is available at a cost of $10, plus $3 shipping 
and handling.

To place your order, please call us at 412-688-9070, or email mperry@casp.org.

Find Christian Unity Under Your Tree This Christmas

Christ the Savior  
is Born

Share the Light!
Join Christian Associates of Southwest PA 
and the Center for Lovingkindness and 
Civic Engagement at the Jewish Community 
Center for an

INTERFAITH CLERGY BREAKFAST
Monday, December 18

9:15-10:30 am
Learn more about light and darkness  

in various religious traditions.
Watch together for the coming of the light. 

For more details and to RSVP,  
visit www.casp.org/light


