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More Changes Among Christian Leaders

W. Darwin Collins

Douglas Holben

Retirements and calls to new 
venues of service continue to bring 
leadership changes to 
Christian Associates’ 
Council of Bishops and 
Judicatory Executives.  
Two long-term judicatory 
leaders have announced 
transitions from their 
current positions: Rev. 
Dr. Douglas Holben, 
Executive Presbyter, 
Redstone Presbytery 
to retirement; and Rev. 
Dr. W. Darwin Collins 
to the staff of the Christian Church 
Foundation.  This accompanies the 

departure of the Rev. Dr. David 
Bleivik, Executive Presbyter of the 

Washington Presbytery 
and the naming of an 
Interim Pastor to the 
Presbytery for Pittsburgh 
Presbytery. 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas 
Holben has served as 
the Executive Presbyter 
for Redstone since 
1999.  Prior to serving 
Redstone, he served the 
Pittsburgh Presbytery 

as Interim Associate Presbyter for 
Vocations and Theology, 
and as pastor of the Clinton 
United Presbyterian 
Church, Clinton, PA.  
Throughout his career, he 
has served congregations 
in both the Washington and 
Redstone Presbyteries.

While at Redstone he led 
the presbytery through 
a strategic planning and 
reorganization process. In 
2007 Dr. Holben served as Council 
Chair, and has served on both the 
Finance and Executive Committees at 
CASP.

Dr. Holben is a graduate of Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary with a Master 
of Divinity degree (1971) and a 
Doctor of Ministry degree (1991).  He 
did his undergraduate work at Baldwin 
Wallace College, Berea, OH. 

The Rev. Dr. W. Darwin Collins, 
regional minister for the Christian 
Church in Pennsylvania (Disciples) 
since 1994, will join the executive 
development staff of the Christian 
Church Foundation this fall.  Dr. 
Collins has been a faithful and active 
participant in Christian Associates’ 
ministry throughout his tenure as 

regional minister.  He 
currently serves as Vice 
President for Personnel 
and is a member of the 
Council’s Executive 
Committee.   

Collins, a Pennsylvania 
native, has Master of 
Arts and Master of 
Divinity degrees from 
Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary. In 2003, he 

received his Doctor of Ministry degree 
from Lutheran Theological Seminary. 
Bethany College presented him with 
an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
in 2002.
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Dear Siblings in Our Lord,

In Christ’s love and transforming grace,

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” (Matt. 5:11-12)

As a pastor or a congregant have you been feeling misunderstood, falsely represented, or maligned during this primary 
election season?  From political candidates and media reporters to the talking-head spin masters and partisan bloggers, the 
Church, the role of clergy, and the nature of congregational life has been under assault.  

Which of us as a preacher is so self-absorbed as to believe that our people will actually do what we propose from the 
pulpit?  Would that our people were more passionate about following the divine guidance which we impart!  But if 
they did, divorces would be in decline, food pantries would be closing, the addicted would be in treatment and not 
imprisoned, and war would be no more.  But we know all too clearly humanity’s continued bondage to sin and how even 
our best efforts at modeling the Kingdom fall short.  How naïve for the political commentators to suggest that preachers 
exercise mind control over their congregants.  How false is their defining Church as a personality cult which embraces a 
charismatic, ego-driven leader.

It betrays a lack of understanding of congregational identity and mission when it is suggested that one would have left a 
congregation had their pastor said such things from the pulpit.  How many of us have endured a wimpy leader, a “Herr 
Pastor,” or an inarticulate homiletician because we know that “the Church is a people.”  It is true: Pastors come and go, 
but the congregations continue.  We belong to congregations because of relationships and kinship ties.  We engage in 
ministry with others because we are the visible body of Christ in the world; we believe in what we do in worship, witness 
and service.  Congregations are not just some theatre audience whose allegiance is tied to a particular messenger and who 
change theaters whenever we tire of that actor’s show. 

How unfair to suggest that preaching should be reduced to promoting personal piety and feel-good messages which insulate 
us from the evil around us!  Preachers are called to be prophetic as well as pastoral in our proclamation.  Speaking a 
resounding “NO” to evil, hatred, and injustice needs to be a recurring theme of our preaching.  Tragically, preachers and 
the Church are being used by politicians and ideologgs to fan the flames of division, prejudice, bigotry and racism.  Rather 
than celebrating the rich diversity of our denominational, racial, and ethnic traditions, we have remained too silent as those 
differences are being used for unholy agendas.  Regardless of which candidates we support, the political climate demands 
that we speak clearly as to who we are as preachers and Church and not permit others to define us or our mission and 
message.  In the coming months of this election season, religion will continue to be a prominent issue.  As Christian leaders, 
we need to be bold in challenging every voice which would compromise the Gospel, diminish our missional agendas 
through congregations, and seek to use religion as a wedge which divides rather than a force which unites and heals.
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5875 Heckert Rd.
Bakerstown, PA  15007

724-443-4110

201 E. Jefferson St.
Butler, PA 16001

724-287-2567

1201 N. Main St.
Butler, PA  16001

724-287-5449

Samaritan Counseling Center
Using the Resources of Faith

414 Grant St.
Sewickley, PA  15143

412-741-7430

345 College Ave.
Beaver, PA 15009

724-775-4673

322 Hannahstown Rd.
Cabot, PA 16023

724-352-7117

www.samaritancounseling.net

Faith-Based Counseling for
Individuals, Couples, Families and Children

Now Offering Spiritual Direction

Most Insurances Accepted
State Licensed Counselors
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Before becoming regional minister, Collins served 
Uniontown Central Christian Church as a student assistant, 
assistant minister, associate minister, and from 1980 until 
1994, senior minister. In his denomination, he has served 
on the board of Church Extension and as trustee of Bethany 
College and National City Christian Church Foundation.  
He represented the Disciples at the World Council of 
Churches Assembly in Brazil in 2006.

With the departure of Rev. Dr. David Bleivik to serve a 
congregation in Michigan, the Washington Presbytery 
has appointed as interim, the Rev. Dr. Charles Perrine. 
Perrine is a graduate of Mt. Lebanon High School, Grove 
City College, the University of Pittsburgh and Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary. He served in three pastorates in 
western New York and Pittsburgh for 20 years and was 
an adjunct faculty member at Colgate Rochester Divinity 
School prior to going into business as a capital fundraising 
consultant with Ketchum Inc. 

Dr. Perrine retired as vice president for advancement, 
alumni and church relations at Waynesburg University.  
Currently, he is interim pastor of Faith United Presbyterian 
Church in Washington and lecturer in New Testament and 
ministry studies at Waynesburg University. 

Perrine is chairman of the evangelism and congregational 
development committee of Washington Presbytery and of 
the legal/financial administrative commission for Peters 
Creek church, and a trustee of Southwest Regional Medical 
Center.

In similar fashion and in conformity to the Pittsburgh 
Presbytery’s plan to call a new Pastor to the Presbytery, 
the presbytery has selected the Rev. Dr. Robert Charles 
Anderson to serve as Interim Pastor to the presbytery.  The 
Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz who has been serving as Acting 
Pastor to the Presbytery will return to his prior position as 
Associate Pastor for medium-sized congregations.

PEWS AVAILABLE
Because of space constraints due to church renovation, 
Epiphany Roman Catholic Church, in the City of Pittsburgh, 
needs to eliminate some of the pews.  These pews are of 
blonde solid wood, 10 feet in length, and in good condition. 
Price is negotiable. Available immediately. Contact Fr. Dan 
Sweeney at 412-471-0257, ext. 10 for more information.

In celebration of Israel’s 60th Anniversary, Rodef 
Shalom’s Biblical Botanical Garden will feature a 
large variety of plants grown to produce honey in 
addition to the normal display of biblical plants. The 
garden at 4905 5th Avenue, Pittsburgh is open June 
1-September 15, Sunday through Thursday 10:00 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Saturday 12 noon – 1:00 p.m., and 
Wednesday 7:00 -9:00 p.m.  No admission charged.  
For tour information contact: jacob@rodefshalom.org. 

Reserve the dates on your calendar to attend one of 
two events being offered for pastoral caregivers in 
support of returning veterans.  More Than Yellow 
Ribbons will be presented by PA National Guard 
Chaplain Max Furman.  On September 10 he will 
offer his seminar in Indiana, PA as part of an all day 
event planned jointly by the Kiskiminetas Presbytery 
and Christian Associates.  Chaplain Furman will pres-
ent his seminar at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
on September 11.  Contact Kiskiminetas Presbytery 
at www.kiskipby.org or 724-783-7196, or Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary Continuing Education at www.
pts.edu or 412-441-3304x2196.

Land of Milk and Honey,  
Then and Now

More Than Yellow Ribbons

mailto:jacob@rodefshalom.org
http://www.kiskipby.org
http://www.pts.edu
http://www.pts.edu
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Monthly Taizé Prayer Service
Hope Lutheran Church of Forest Hills 

353 Ridge Avenue at the corner of Braddock Rd. in Forest Hills
412-242-4476

Hope@Lutheran.com

Dates: First Friday of each month except July
Time: 7:00 p.m.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Martina Spiritual Renewal Center
5244 Clarwin Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15229

412-931-9766
www.sistersoftheholyspirit.com

6-Day Directed Retreats for Women (Silent)
Dates: Tues. June 10 – Sun. June 15
Time: Begins 1:00 p.m. Tues. and ends Sun. after brunch
Presenters: Sr. Carolyn Bodenschatz, CSJ and Sr. Mary  

Pellegrino, CSJ
Offering: $325; Registration requested

These Scripture-based retreats offer an extended period of time 
for prayer, solitude, and appraisal of Spirit-guided directives 
in one’s life. Learn to live more fully in justice, peace, and joy. 
Daily Eucharistic Liturgy is available.

Personal Retreat Time (Silent)
Dates: Sun. July 13 – Sun. July 20
Offering: Please call; Registration requested

Dates throughout this week may be reserved for overnight 
personal silent retreats. Communal morning/evening prayer and 
Eucharistic Liturgy are available daily. Please call to discuss your 
needs.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program
1515 Locust Street, Suite 705

Pittsburgh, PA 15219
412-232-5815

www.pmhs.org/parishnurse

Basic Preparation Course
Dates: Sun. June 15 – Sat. June 21
Place: Carlow University
Cost: $395
Limited number of partial scholarships available

Parish Nursing/Faith Community Nursing is a specialized prac-
tice recognized by the American Nurses Association. If you feel 
you could use your skills to promote holistic health in your 
faith community, contact Dorothy Mayernik, 412-232-5815 or 
dmayernik@mercy.pmhs.org.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

St. Joseph Spirituality Center
A Ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph

1020 State Street
Baden, PA 15005
724-869-6585

Registration: Sr. Marian Mills, 724-571-5441

Five-Day Directed Retreat
Dates: Wed. June 25 – Sun. June 29
Times: Begins Wed. at 7:00 p.m. and ends Sun. at noon
Retreat Directors: Sr. Carolyn Bodenschatz, CSJ; Sr. Catherine 

Higgins, CSJ; Sr. Donna Marie Tahaney, CSJ; and Fr. Phil 
Fogarty, SJ.

Fee: $250, includes meals, lodging and individual direction

A directed retreat is an opportunity for Scriptural-based prayer 
in a contemplative mode. The atmosphere is one of silence and 
quiet prayer. Included will be daily communal prayer and daily 
individual spiritual direction.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Taizé Evening Prayer
East Liberty Presbyterian Church

116 South Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15206

412-441-3800
www.cathedralofhope.org

Minister of Taizé Prayer: The Rev. Christiane Dutton

Date: Every Wednesday
Time: 7:00 p.m.

Candlelight, silent meditation and chanted prayer.

Taizé is an international ecumenical prayer community in Taizé, 
France, located southeast of Paris, north of Lyons, and due west 
of Geneva, Switzerland. The community was founded 1940 by a 
young seminary student, Roger Schultz, as a place of hospitality 
and reconciliation during World War II.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

mailto:Hope@Lutheran.com
http://www.pmhs.org/parishnurse
mailto:dmayernik@mercy.pmhs.org
http://www.cathedralofhope.org
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Franciscan Spirit & Life Center
3605 McRoberts Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15234

412-881-9207
www.osfprov.org

Twelve Step Women’s Retreat – Serenity: To Be or Not to Be
Dates: Fri. June 27 – Sun. June 29
Time: 7:00 p.m. Fri. to 12:00 noon Sun.
Leader:  Sr. Linda Fischer, ASC
Cost: $130, deposit $70; Register by June 17

Using the Spirituality of the Twelve Steps and the Serenity 
Prayer, this retreat will use an interactive format to focus on 
recovery from the perspective of serenity.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Church Women United
2nd Annual Human Rights Celebration

“God’s Wisdom Honors Children”
St. Benedict the Moor Church, corner of Crawford St. &  

Centre Ave.
Date: Sat., July 19
Time: 9:30 a.m. registration, 10:00 service, luncheon to follow
Fee: $10 due by July 10, send to Mrs. Mary Jane Page, 4335 

Andover Terrace, Pittsburgh PA 15213

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Laurelville Mennonite Church Center
941 Laurelville Lane

Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
724-423-2056 or 800-839-1021

www.laurelville.org

Retreat for Families, Friends, & Persons with Disabilities
Dates: Wed. July 23 – Sun. July 27
Times: Begins Wed. at 4:00 p.m. and ends Sun. with  

lunch at 12:00
Retreat Leaders: David Heusinkveld, speaker; Dave Gullman,  

worship; and Ulli Klemm, activities.
Fee: please call for registration and lodging costs; $50 deposit

Scholarships are available for children and/or persons with  
disabilities.

Music & Worship Leaders’ Training Workshop
Dates: Fri. Sept. 12 – Sun. Sept. 14
Times: Begins Fri. at 4:00 p.m. and ends Sun. at 12:30 p.m.
Retreat Leaders: Marilyn Houser Hamm, Marlene Kropf, and  

Ken Nafziger

Fee: please call for registration and lodging costs; $50 deposit

This program offers in-depth training to music and worship 
leaders, dramatists, scripture readers and visual display artists. 
Morning and evening prayers, group worship times and an all-
day workshop round out your experience.

+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+

Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary
The Newman Library and Oratory

211 N. Dithridge Street & 4450 Bayard Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

412-681-3181
www.esbvm.org

First International Congress
Daughter of Zion: Mother of the New Creation
Dates: August 11-13, 2008
Cost: $110
All registration questions: LAWRENCE@pire.org

http://www.osfprov.org
http://www.laurelville.org
http://www.esbvm.org
mailto:LAWRENCE@pire.org
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CAMP AGAPÉ
Affordable Summer Christian Literacy 
Camps in Reading and Math.  For more 
information: www.campagape.org or 
724-356-2308.
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For more information, contact
Continuing Education Office

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
412-441-3304 ext. 2196

ConEd@pts.edu
www.pts.edu

DR. BONNIE
THURSTON

Author and 
Educator

“ENGLISH MYSTICS OF

THE 14TH CENTURY”

June 22-27, 2008
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For more information, contact
Continuing Education Office

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
412-441-3304 ext. 2196

ConEd@pts.edu
www.pts.edu

DR. J. DUDLEY WOODBERRY

Professor of 
Islamic Studies 
and Dean 
Emeritus of the 
School of World 
Mission,
Fuller Seminary

September 29-30, 2008

W. Don McClure 
Lectures

featuring
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For more information, contact
Continuing Education Office

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
412-441-3304 ext. 2196

ConEd@pts.edu
www.pts.edu

DR. RONALD W.
RICHARDSON

Pastor, Counselor, 
& Noted Family
Systems Author

DR. MARSHA
FOSTER BOYD
President, Ecumenical 
Theological Seminary

“SIGNS OF A HEALTHIER

CHURCH IN

POLARIZING TIMES”

June 8-11, 2008
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For more information, contact
Continuing Education Office

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
412-441-3304 ext. 2196

ConEd@pts.edu
www.pts.edu

DR. CYNTHIA RIGBY

W.C. Brown 
Professor of 
Theology,
Austin
Presbyterian 
Theological
Seminary

“WE WILL TELL THE

NEXT GENERATION”

Saturday, September 27, 2008

8:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

CHURCH FURNITURE AND 
INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE

At Florence Presbyterian church -
26-13' oak pews, 2 podiums, 2 pianos, 
1 organ.  Call 724-947-1234 for 
information.

Pittsburgh Catholic Bishop 
David Zubik and CASP 
Executive Director Pastor Don 
Green offered opening and 
closing prayers respectively 
at the Workers Memorial Day 
Commemoration at Market 
Square, April 28.  Hosted by the 
Allegheny County Labor Council 
and the Building Trades Council, 
the commemoration  
honors those who have died in 
industrial and mine accidents 
in the prior year.  On this 250th 
anniversary of the Pittsburgh 
region, the arsenal explosion 
in Lawrenceville during the 
Civil War and the collapse of 
the Wabash Bridge in the early 
20th century were called to re-
membrance.  Speakers noted the 
continued risks to workers from 
airborne particulates, chemical 
toxins, water contamination, and 
the lack of enforcement of gov-
ernmental safety regulations.

Workers' Memorial 
Day

http://www.campagape.org
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CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION (CPE) 
with specialization in hospice and end-of-life care

Applications are now available for the Fall CPE unit at Family 
Hospice and Palliative Care.  The part-time, extended unit 
begins in September 2008 and concludes in May 2009.  
Interns complete 12 hours per week of classroom instruc-
tion, supervision, and direct pastoral care with hospice pa-
tients.  Accredited by the College of Pastoral Supervision and 
Psychotherapy (CPSP).  

For information and an application, please contact:
Rev. Edward Pehanich, D.Min.
Family Hospice and Palliative Care
412-829-2818, epehanich@familyhospice.com

The television ministry welcomes studio man-
ager George Salopek. George comes to Christian 
Associates with a wealth of video, audio, and ministry 
experience. While he most recently owned and oper-
ated his own successful production company, George 
has also worked as 
the audio/visual man-
ager of the Pittsburgh 
Convention Center 
and in the control 
room of WPXI-TV. 
He began his produc-
tion career with the 
Duquesne University 
Tamburitzans, first as 
a musician, then as 
the group’s tour man-
ager and sound and 
lighting technician. 

Working with George is a lesson in the pursuit of 
excellence. Recently the television ministry produced 
a new series of “Ecumenical Prayer: A Weekly 
Devotion” with Pastor Green in the studio. George 
competently and methodically checked and rechecked 
the audio, the lighting, and the cameras, not stopping 
until it was exactly as he wanted it. “My wife calls 
me a fuss-button,” George joked. Christian Associates 
calls him a professional. 

George lives in Turtle Creek with his wife Lori, 
where he serves as a cantor for St. Colman’s Roman 
Catholic Church. He has volunteered for the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh, donating his talents on the crew of “The 
Teaching of Christ” and on special event cablecasting 
from St. Paul Cathedral.  He has three children, two in 
college and another in grade school.

For information on Christian Associates Television programming and 
how to access programming on Comcast ON DEMAND, call Christian 
Associates Director of Television Ministry, Monica Kao at 412-688-
9070.

TV Ministry Welcomes  
George Salopek The Leechburg Ministerial Association held “A 

Service of Healing & Restoration for the victims of 
radiation exposure in the Kiski Valley: People, Land, 
& Water” on April 21 at the Cross Roads Community 
Presbyterian Church, Leechburg.  Family members 
and individuals who have been affected by radia-
tion-related deaths and illness, those concerned about 
the ongoing potential of additional contamination of 
land and water, and governmental and community 
leaders participated in the service of the Word, prayer 
and anointing for healing.  CASP Council chair Dr. 
Wayne Yost and Pastor Don Green represented the 
wider ecumenical community at this liturgy which 
called attention to the continued risks of the B&W 
Nuclear & Chemical Waste Dump in Parks Township, 
Armstrong County.  

Following the service, attendees were invited to sign 
and circulate petitions to the EPA which read in part: 
“based upon years of clear factual evidence of off-site 
contamination, do hereby request the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency Region III, to initi-
ate a Preliminary Assessment of the Parks Township 
B&W Nuclear and Chemical Waste Dump; known 
as the Shallow Land Disposal Area, and adjacent 
areas to include sediment of the Kiski River; where 
definite contamination of radiological and chemical 
contaminants [sic] have been found and which has 
been migrating and escaping from the former B&W 
plant site and the SLDA waste dump, which is situated 
above an abandoned 250 acre coal mine.”  For further 
information about response and action: contact Revs. 
Lisa & Gary Lyon, crcpc@windstream.net.  

Radiation Exposure
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