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 Christian Associates Urges Peace, Participation in Election Season

As the political climate in our country 
becomes ever-more inflamed and polarized, 
the threat of unrest between Election Day 
and Inauguration Day is very real. But 
violence and division are not inevitable. 
Clergy and other spiritual leaders must take 
the lead in ensuring our communities remain 
peaceful and our democracy remains robust. 
Here are three ways you can help:

First: On Monday, October 19 from 3 
p.m. to 4:45 p.m., join Christian Associates, 
the JCC’s Center for Loving Kindness, and 
numerous other community partners for We 
Have to Talk … About Keeping the Peace 
This Election Season, a Zoom conversation 
with the Carter Center.

The Carter Center, founded by former 
President Jimmy Carter, works to promote 
peace and democracy throughout the world. 
The Center conducted statistical analysis to 
assess the risk of post-election violence in 
the United States. 
 
Their research suggests that the Pittsburgh 
region is at an elevated risk of unrest during 
an unstable post-election period. But it 
doesn’t have to be that way.

Nathan Stock, assistant director of the Carter 
Center’s Conflict Resolution Program, will 
present the analysis and suggest strategies 
our communities can pursue to reduce our 
risk and foster greater understanding across 
our ideological divides.

The event will include opportunities for 
small-group discussion and strategizing, 
as well as a time to join in prayer for our 
communities.To join the call, please RSVP 
at http://bit.ly/Oct19Peace.

Second: Encourage your community to 
participate in the electoral process. Register 
to vote by October 19. Request a mail-in 
ballot before October 27, or vote in person 
on November 3.  
 
Excellent infographics from the non-
partisan League of Women Voters offer 
all the details about the various ways to 
vote. Visit lwvpgh.org and select “Voter 
Resources” to download the graphics and 
share them with your community.

And third: Following the election, 
throughout the month of November, 
Christian Associates will be offering a 
series of prayer services throughout the 
region to help us move toward healing and 
reconciliation. Details are still in the works 
at press time for The Call, so please watch 
our social media or check in at www.casp.
org/election.

Video, Book Commemorate 50 Years of Unity 

Many thanks to the hundreds of Christians throughout our region who helped make 
our Jubilee Celebration such a success! You can watch our 50th anniversary video 
on our YouTube channel at http://bit.ly/CASPYouTube. The first 13 minutes of the 
video are a musical prelude with a slideshow of historical photographs; then the 
program begins, with prayers, music, and readings from a variety of friends of 
Christian Associates past and present.

Be sure to download or place an order for our anniversary book, All One in Christ Jesus: Southwest Pennsylvania Celebrates 
Christian Unity by visiting www.casp.org/sermons. You’ll find 317 thought-provoking pages of sermons, essays, memories, and 
songs, suitable for your own personal enrichment or for sharing with a congregational study group. 

Jubilee 
Celebration



Classified Advertisement
Great Sale of church brocade-fine fabric - for vestments, altar 
covers, church flags. All colors, large selection. Also fringes, 
trim, crosses. Sale prices. For information please call 
724-265-1005. 

 Commemorations Remember Synagogue Shooting

This month marks two years since the attack on three 
Jewish congregations on October 27, 2018, killing 11 of our 
neighbors while they gathered for prayer. There are several 
ways Christians can join in honoring their memory and 
working to end such violence in the future.

On Saturday, October 25 at 10 a.m., Squirrel Hill Stands 
Against Gun Violence will sponsor “In Memoriam 2020.” 
The virtual event includes members of Pittsburgh’s Jewish 
community, Rev. Glenn Grayson of Wesley Center AME 
Zion Church, and David Hogg of March for Our Lives, 
and aims “to place the tragedy into a larger context, 
at the intersection of anti-Semitism, anti-immigrant 
hatred, white supremacy, and the easy availability 
of guns in our culture.” Registration is available at 
squirrelhillstandsagainstgunviolence.org.

Organized by the three congregations, the Jewish Federation, 
and other partners, a community-wide commemoration 
will take place on October 27 at 7 p.m. This year, the 
commemoration will take place via streaming video at 
1027healingpartnership.org. 

A variety of community leaders will participate;  
         Rev. Liddy Barlow will represent the Christian community.

Many children in our region have not been in a physical classroom 
since March. Because of this long gap in face-to-face instruction, 
they may need additional help to master basic reading skills.

Christian Literacy Associates, a Pittsburgh-based organization that 
has helped teach children and adults to read since 1975, is now 
offering free tutor training via Zoom. Parents and grandparents, 
church outreaches, and concerned community members can be 
equipped in a few hours to overcome the educational hurdles 
associated with this pandemic.

For more information or to schedule a tutor training, contact 
Christian Literacy Associates by email at  
c.ebner@christianliteracy.org or by phone at 412-364-3777.  

 Tutors Can Help Teach Reading 

Reflections Along the Way will return in the December issue of The Call.

Rev. Liddy Barlow and Wasi Mohamed represented the  
Christian and Muslim communities at 2019’s first commemoration  

of the 10.27.18 synagogue shooting.
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